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Ian Brodie : Old Trout Funnies: The Comic Origins of the Cape Breton Liberation Army  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Old Trout Funnies: The Comic Origins of the 
Cape Breton Liberation Army: 

Now iconic to Canadian, if not global culture, Cape Breton Island underwent a metamorphosis of sorts during the 
1970s and 1980s. Long marginalized by geography, economics and predominant mainland political culture, a 
countercultural sea change brought the island's deeply rooted creative side-music, drama, literature and humour-to 
centre stage. One such stage was Old Trout Funnies, a homegrown satirical series of comic books created by artist 
Paul MacKinnon.
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About the AuthorIan Brodie is Associate Professor of Folklore at Cape Breton University in Sydney, Nova Scotia. He 
is also the author of A Vulgar Art: A New Approach to Stand-Up Comedy.Paul "Moose" MacKinnon, a native of 
Sydney Mines, Cape Breton, initially created Old Trout Funnies as a student project for a commercial design course. It 
was a synthesis of the underground comics tradition of the late 1960s and 1970s and an Eastern Canadian self-
deprecating sense of humour. 


