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Tom Hintz : New Woodworker Handbook: The Basics of Spending Wisely, Working Safely, Having Fun in 
Your Shop  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised New 
Woodworker Handbook: The Basics of Spending Wisely, Working Safely, Having Fun in Your Shop: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... book is full of practical information for new woodworkers like 
me. I'm not sure of the value to ...By Bubbax300This book is full of practical information for new woodworkers like 
me. I'm not sure of the value to an experienced craftsman, but this has been great for me!2 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. The New Woodworker book reviewBy Mr. GeneI am pretty good with my hands, and my 
tools, yet I found this book a great reference with plenty of tricks, jigs, and methods.Examples cover a range of 
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projects and do not require a full workshop of tools to complete.I recommend this book for beginner to intermediate 
wood project hobbiests and craftsmen alike.16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. This is the one you 
will use and enjoy!By John BinandoI felt comfortable buying this book as I was familiar with the author prior to 
purchase. I have been a big fan of the author's web site for over a year. I have used his tool reviews to make purchases 
and enjoyed his writings on tool set up, use, and safety. Tom Hintz knows the subject and just as important, he can 
relate this knowledge to you in a friendly, fun, accessible manner. This woodworking book is filled with information, 
yet is an easy and enjoyable read. The author's sense of humor shows through just as his skill and concern to do it 
right. I enjoy woodworking and reading about the subject, and this is my new favorite in my book collection. The 
author utilizes hundreds of color photos, along with detailed drawings, tables, and examples to fully demonstrate his 
points. The author has a focus on accuracy and safety that really make these critical subjects integral to all the process 
and not as afterthoughts. The ten chapters have added bonuses worked in such as the numerous "Tips" or "New Tools" 
sections that expand on the subject being discussed. After reading this book you will be more productive with the tools 
you have and you will be a smarter consumer as you add to your shop. The information provided gives me the 
confidence to try new ways to make dadoes or try that half lap joint that I had been hesitant to attempt.The ten 
chapters are as follows:1) Setting up shop (32 pages)2) Buying Tools (48 pages)3) Tool setup, alignment, and 
maintenance (18 pages) - very good info, maximize the accuracy of your tools.4) Working safely (14 pages)5) 
Selecting wood (12 pages)6) Preparing the wood (8 pages)7) Adhesives and fasteners (16 pages)8) Joining wood (30 
pages)9) Finishing (14 pages)10) Skill building projects (54 pages) - Six projects. I really like this section in particular. 
The projects include a basic lidded box, tool box, bedside bookcase, shop wall cabinets, base cabinets, and a coffee 
table (I find this table design a little "clunky" but you could adapt it and there are several skill building steps involved). 
Tom walks you through the steps in a way where you can refine an existing skill or pick up a new skill or method.Tom 
Hintz has an earnest, knowledgeable approach to woodworking. You feel and share in his enthusiasm for the projects. 
For me, this is a book that I am enjoying as a recent purchase, and I know that it will frequently be pulled from the 
shelf for reference in the future. I am a careful shopper but I am extremely pleased with this purchase. I am sure that 
this will be valued by anyone who enjoys woodworking.

The straight-talk on spending wisely, working safely having fun in your shop.

"Tom Hintz covers all the basics in The New Woodworker Handbook, from setting up your shop to applying a finish 
to your final project. His passion for woodworking and his desire to help others learn is evident on every page.""This 
book is packed full of useful information for both the new as well as the experienced woodworker. It should be 
reference material for all those wanting to increase their skill and mastery of this great hobby."From a simple tote box 
to a shop cabinet or a coffee table, these skill builders will be enough to get any beginner addicted to 
woodworking."The goal of this book is not to make you a master woodworker. Instead I want to get you going in the 
hobby with a core set of skills that will let you find out if you are a master, a happy weekender, or maybe even a 
contractor in the wrong job," Tom hintz writes in his introduction. A woodworker for 30 years, Hintz writes that his 
254- page book is based on the questions, comments and suggestions that flodded in during the first five years after he 
launched NewWoodworker.com - a source of information for new woodworkers. That said, Hintz guides the reader 
methodically though the process of planning a workshop area, buying tools, tool setup, alignment and maintenance, 
working safely, slecting and preparing wood, understanding adhesives and fastners, joining wood, and finishing. He 
ends with six skill-building projects including a hinged box and a coffee table. His style is straightforward, delivering 
information that is easy to understand, complemented by 300 color photos, tips, and helpful charts and sidebars."Tom 
presents an easy-to-read and down-to-earth approach to woodworking. I can recommend it to those who love the 
craft."If you don't already have a copy of The New Woodworker Handbook, you will want one. Tom Hintz explains 
tool selection, safety, wood selection, joinery and finishing-just to mention a few topics. The book includes several 
projects for novices, as well as a few for more experienced woodworkers. Filled with color photos, this is a great 
addition to any woodworker's library.A well-done beginner's manual, this book lays out all the possibilities, and 
clarifies some of the more confusing questions a novice might have. Hintz concentrates on safety and shop setup, how 
to buy tools and what the many choices are, and how to prepare and use materials. He has an excellent section on 
making adjustments to, and aligning different power tools, which is a subject most woodworkers need advice or 
reminders on. The author covers adhesives and fasteners, basic finishes, and types of joinery. He explains what all the 
tools are, why and when they are necessary and offers advice on what to buy when starting out. One advantage to this 
beginner's manual is that it includes ten well illustrated, step by step projects with tool lists and a difficulty level of 
skills needed to complete each one. Sidebars of information tell things such as how to use a marking system for parts, 
how to use a router table for making cuts in increments rather than all at once, or how to properly install hinges. From 
a simple tote box to a shop cabinet or a coffee table, these skill builders will be enough to get any beginner addicted to 
woodworking, with plenty of safety reminders to encourage a good experience in learning. Mr. Hintz included a full 
glossary of terms, and the book is well indexed."I found The New Woodworker Handbook to be quite enjoyable. I like 



the author's ease with the subject matter, his lack of pretense, and the structured way he lays everything out. I wish I 
had had a book like this when I began woodworking."From the Back Cover"Tom Hintz covers all the basics in The 
New Woodworker Handbook, from setting up shop to applying a finish to your projects. His passion for woodworking 
and his desire to help others learn are evident on every page." - randy Johnson, Editor, American Woodworker 
magazine "His ease with the subject matter, the lack of pretense, and the structured way he lays everything out... I 
wish I had this book when I started." - Scott Omelianuk, Editor - This Old House magazine If you've always wanted to 
try your hand at woodworking, what are you waiting for? You don't need a full shop of expensive equipment or the 
skills of a master craftsman. All you need is a little bit of space, an interest in building something with your hands, and 
the commonsense information found in The New Woodworker Handbook - a refresing new guide for the newcomer. 
Written by Tom Hintz, a realistic and straight-talking woodworker with 30 years of experience who believes that 
woodworking should be fun relaxing, this handy reference is neither overly simplistic nor too complex in its approach. 
In fact, the book is the culmination of thousands of comments, questions, and suggestions from the many new 
woodworkers who have visited the author's website (www.NewWoodworker.com) for help in getting started in this 
craft. With more than 300 photographs, easy-to-follow directions, enlightening tips, and helpful charts and sidebars, 
this book makes learning about woodworking easier than ever. "Tom presents an easy-to-read and down-to-earth 
approach to woodworking. I can recommend it to those who love the crafts." - Rob Johnstone, Editor - Woodworker's 
JournalAbout the AuthorTom Hintz retired from his personal involvement in stock car racing to become a staff writer 
and webmaster for Stock Car Racing and Open Wheel Magazines and staff editor for Circle Track Magazine all the 
while enjoying his lifelong hobby - woodworking. Later he began SPEEDWORDS, a marketing firm offering web 
development, writing and photography services for the racing business community. Known for his straightforward 
style of writing, Tom created one of the top online websites for woodworkers, NewWoodworker.com, that draws more 
than 150,000 visitors each month. Tom says these woodworkers log onto NewWoodworker.com "because they know 
the most effective safety tool is a well-informed brain." Tom Hintz lives in Concord, North Carolina. 


